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SECRET 

PAGE 01 PEKING 01797 180544Z 
15 

ACTION EA-06 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO NSC-05 NSCE-00 INR-05 SP-02 PRS-01 

SAM-01 RSC-01 DRC-01 /037 W 

032008 

R 180515Z OCT 74 
FMUSLO PEKING 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 2560 
INFO AMEMBASSY WELLINGTON 
AMCONSUL HONG KONG 

SEC RET PEKING 1797 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PINT, CH 

SUBJECT: GABONESE REPORT ON MAO TSE-TUNG'S HEALTH AND 
SUCCESSION TO CHOU EN-LAI 

1. ACCORDING TO NEW ZEALAND AMBASSADOR HARLAND, NEW ZEALANDERS 
IN HONG KONG HAVE HEARD VIA THE FRENCH THAT GABON PRESIDENT 
BONGO FOUND MAO-TSE-TUNG IN SEEMINGLY GOOD HEALTH AND SPIRITS 
AND "BRIGHT "INTELLECTUALLY. OF PARTICULAR INTEREST, 

MAO INDICATED TO BONGO DURING THEIR PRIVATE CONVERSATION THAT 
VICE PREMIER TENG HSIAO-PING HAD ALREADY BEEN PICKED AS THE 
SUCCESSOR TO CHOU EN-LAI. 

2. WE ASSUME GABONESE GOT TENG'S NAME RIGHT AND DIDN'T MIX 

HIM UP WITH SOMEONE ELSE. HARLAND REQUESTS THAT ALL SOURCES BE 
PROTECTED WITH THIS REPORT. 

HOLDRIDGE 
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